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The Philippines belongs to the global community of nations. As the first democracy in Asia, it has been
proactive in international and regional organizations. It is one of the United Nations’ founding members and one
of the five original members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). Globalization has made it
essential for states such as the Philippines to be members of these organizations to help address global
problems that can only be solved by states as part of a group of nations (OECD, 2020). Such issues include
climate change, pandemics such as the recent COVID-19, wars and conflicts, trade, and human rights.

| Most Essential Learning Competencies

● Explain the forms and functions of state and non-state institutions;
● Explain government programs and initiatives in addressing social inequalities;
● Suggest ways to address social inequalities; and
● Examine human responses to emerging challenges in contemporary societies.

| Content Standards

By the end of this module, learners are expected to
demonstrate an understanding of:

● How the global community congregates and
forms regional and international groups;

● How nations discuss and solve common
problems at an international scale; and

● Social and political inequalities and features of
societies and the global community.

| Performance Standards

By the end of this module, learners are
expected to:

● Analyze aspects of social organization;
● Identify one's role in social groups and

institutions; and
● Evaluates factors causing social,

political, and cultural change.

Lesson 1: The Philippines and the Global Community

| Lesson Objectives

At the end of the lesson, the student is expected to be able to:

_____________________

https://www.un.org/en/
https://asean.org/


Instructional Guide for Teachers
Module 11: Global Community and the Philippines

● Identify the role of the Philippines in the global community; and
● Discuss key international organizations and global commitments.

| Key Concepts

● Member States: Countries that are members of the United Nations.
● United Nations Charter: Initial document of the UN setting forth its goals, functions, and responsibilities;

adopted in San Francisco in 1945.
● State: Often synonymous with "country"; a group of people permanently occupying a fixed territory

having common laws and government and capable of conducting international affairs.

| Self-evaluation Forms (Part 1)

Answer the following question.

Do you agree with the statement “ang sakit ng kalingkingan ay sakit ng buong katawan”? Do you think it is
applicable in the national and global scale?
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

There are collective problems that should be addressed via cooperation among nation-states. While the
government takes the lead in formal negotiations, official statements, and diplomacy, non-government
organizations (NGOs) advocate, advise and inform regional and international organizations about its situation
(Gordenker & Weiss, 1995). Transnational organizations also join hands with these local NGOs and provide
them support and assistance in their advocacies. For example, in international migration, the Migrant Forum
Asia (MFA) partners with the Center for Migrant Advocacy (CMA) in many activities relating to the plight of
Filipino migrants. Such is also the case with Greenpeace International, which supports many environmental
NGOs working on climate change initiatives. Aside from the United Nations and the European Union, the
Human Rights Watch has also called out President Rodrigo Roa Duterte in its reports and press statements,
expressing grave concern on the much-reported extrajudicial killings concerning the war on drugs (Human
Rights Watch, 2017).

| ASEAN

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a multinational organization created to foster regional
cooperation among Southeast Asian countries (Moon, 2020). Since its inception in 1967, it has included

_____________________
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almost all nations in Southeast Asia, which includes: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.

Due to the external threats to the region such as geo-political tension, the formation of ASEAN was critical in
preserving socio-economic cohesion, promoting peace, trade, and cultural exchange, and ensuring progress
through efforts such as research and other joint agreements. ASEAN was vital in addressing issues within the
region such as disagreements involving its members, and in keeping political structures in check even with the
changing dynamics within and outside the region. After the Cold War, ASEAN strengthened its political
independence and empowered its members over their territories (Moon, 2020).

Its aims include:
(1) The acceleration of economic growth and social progress among member states;
(2) The promotion of regional peace and stability;
(3) The promotion of collaboration and mutual assistance in cultural, social, economic and scientific

endeavors between nations; and
(4) Maintaining close and beneficial cooperation with existing international and regional organizations with

similar aims and purposes  (Moon, 2020).

As one of the founding members of the ASEAN, the Philippines has made the organization one of the
cornerstones of its foreign policy. The country has pursued greater cooperation between member states in
policy making, economic, and trading, among others. Time and time again, it has affirmed that ASEAN
centrality should be promoted at all times (ASEAN Briefing, 2017).

| APEC

The Philippines is also a founding member of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), a regional
economic forum established to create greater prosperity to member economies (APEC, 2021). From its
foundation in 1989, APEC’s member composition include:

● Original nations
○ Australia, Brunei, Canada, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, the

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and the United States; and
● Subsequent states

○ Chile, China, Hong Kong, Mexico, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Russia, Taiwan, and Vietnam.

To achieve its objectives, APEC ensures that goods, services, investment and people move easily across
borders (Moon, 2014). Members facilitate this trade through:

(1) faster customs procedures at borders;
(2) more favorable business climates behind their borders; and

_____________________
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(3) aligning regulations and standards across the region.

These initiatives facilitate regional trade since goods can be more easily exported with just one set of common
standards (Moon, 2014). APEC’s management of trade and tariff was critical in maintaining the operation of the
markets and flow of resources contextualized within the capacity and needs within the region. Otherwise,
economic agreements and opportunities might be seized by an external power and threaten the supposed
balance and interdependence within the Asia-Pacific.

The Philippine economy is intertwined with APEC. A majority of the country’s external trade for 2016 were from
APEC member countries. PH-APEC exports totaled to USD 47,367 million or 84.11 percent of total exports
while imports summed up to USD 67,899 million or 84 percent share of the total imports. Because of this, the
Philippines has been an active proponent of APEC initiatives that drive regional economic growth (DTI, n.d.).

| UN

The United Nations (UN) is the largest intergovernmental organization in the world, and is made up of 193
member-states. It serves as the primary international forum for all nations to gather, discuss common problems,
and plan and execute solutions (UN, n.d.). In this way, the UN has sought to foster cooperation between all
nations of the world. Under it are several administrative arms, each with its own initiative such as:

(1) United Nations Development Programme
(2) United Nations Children's Fund
(3) United Nations Capital Development Fund
(4) World Food Programme
(5) United Nations Environment Programme
(6) United Nations Population Fund
(7) United Nations Human Settlements Programme
(8) United Nations Volunteers (UN, n.d.).

Nations gathered to form the UN in 1945 primarily to foster peace and prevent conflict, the threat of wars, and
to pursue initiatives to mitigate and respond to emergencies and provide humanitarian support to communities
around the world (History.com Editors, 2018).

Even before Philippine independence, the then-Commonwealth of the Philippines was one of the signatories of
the 1942 UN Declaration where the UN Charter, the founding document of the United Nations, was based from.
The Philippines is one of only four Asian countries that is an original member of the international organization.

The Philippines has been an active participant in various UN programs ever since. These include the
Millennium Development Goals, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Members of their Families, and the Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs.

_____________________
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| Synchronous Activities

Activity: Discussion Board
Instructions. Ask the students to each search for news reports concerning what the UN system in the
Philippines does. Tell them to post this on a discussion board and look for common themes among their
classmates’ answers.

Activity: Title
Instructions. Ask the students to visit websites of Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch.
In small groups, ask them to create a presentation that responds to the following questions:

1. How do these groups help in the promotion of human rights?
2. What are their activities?
3. Which organizations do they link with?

| Asynchronous Activities

Activity: Reflection
Instructions. Tell the students to reflect on the importance of belonging to the UN and the overall global
community of nations. Make them ponder the advantages and disadvantages of not being in the UN.

Lesson 2: Response to Global Issues

| Lesson Objectives

At the end of the lesson, the student is expected to be able to:

● Apply knowledge on global communities and the Philippines in addressing global issues

| Key Concepts

● Genocide: The systematic killing of people because of their race or ethnicity.

_____________________
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● Human Rights: The rights people are entitled to simply because they are human beings, irrespective of
their citizenship, nationality, race, ethnicity, language, gender, sexuality, or abilities; human rights
become enforceable when they are Codified as Conventions, Covenants, or Treaties, or as they
become recognized as Customary International Law.

● Human Rights Community: A community based on human rights, where respect for the fundamental
dignity of each individual is recognized as essential to the functioning and advancement of society. A
community that works to uphold each article of the UDHR.

● Inalienable: Refers to rights that belong to every person and cannot be taken from a person under any
circumstances.

● Legal Rights: Rights that are laid down in law and can be defended and brought before courts of law.
● Moral Rights: Rights that are based on general principles of fairness and justice; they are often but not

always based on religious beliefs. People sometimes feel they have a moral right even when they do
not have a legal right. For example, during the civil rights movement in the USA, protesters
demonstrated against laws forbidding Blacks and Whites to attend the same schools on grounds that
these laws violated their moral rights.

| Human Rights

One of the most critical fronts in which the Philippines has made significant inroads is human rights. The
concept of human rights is new, although early documents show that its origins date back to ancient times.
Previous accounts indicate that the Code of Hammurabi, Confucius doctrines, the Quran, and many others
contain edicts aiming at individual equality and rights (Marks, 2016: Flowers, 1998). However, the evolution of
current human rights began in the aftermath of World War II, as the world grappled with how to prevent atrocity
and maintain peace. Such development also coincided with the United Nations' formal establishment in 1945,
of which the Philippines was one of its founding members. Currently, the Philippines is one among the
countries in the world to have ratified eight (8) core international human rights instruments (CHR, 2018). These
are as follows:

1) International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

This is one of the most important treaties that the international community has forged. There are 173
countries that have acceded to this treaty as of 2019. It specifically guarantees the right to life, religion,
speech, fair trial, due process, and free elections (UN OHCHR, 1966).

2) International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)

Along with the ICCPR, this treaty comprises the International Bill of Rights. Among the rights that it
guarantees are as follows: form unions, right to decent working conditions, social security, health, family
life, adequate standard of living, free education, and cultural life (UN OHCHR, 1966).

3) Convention on All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)

_____________________
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Regarded as women’s bill of rights, this treaty guarantees the right against discrimination on the basis
of sex in all spheres of society. It emphasizes women’s right to be represented in public life, equality in
marriage and family life, and nationality, among others. It is one of the most ratified UN treaties. The
Philippines’ Magna Carta of Women localizes some of the provisions of the CEDAW (UN GA, 1979).

4) Convention on the Rights of the Child

The Convention defines a child as any person below the age of 18. It guarantees the rights of the child
to” life, survival and development, protection from violence, abuse, and neglect, education, be raised by
parents or have a relationship with them, and to express their opinions and be listened to” (Save the
Children, 2022). Like the CEDAW, it is one of the most ratified treaties of the UN.

5) Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

The Convention prohibits torture or any form of inhumane punishment. It also strongly urges state
signatories to do everything they can so that these forms of cruelty are avoided.

6) International Convention on All Forms of Racial Discrimination

Among others, the Convention specifically defines racial discrimination as “any distinction, exclusion,
restriction or preference based on race, colour, descent, or national or ethnic origin which has the
purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal footing, of
human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural or any other field of
public life.” (UN OHCHR, 1965)

7) International Convention on the Protection of All Migrant Workers and their Families

One of the least ratified UN conventions, the treaty guarantees that migrant workers are protected in
host countries and that non-discrimination and decent working conditions are observed regardless of
migrant status. It protects the rights of migrant workers and their families regardless of "sex, race, colour,
language, religion or conviction, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, nationality, age,
economic position, property, marital status, birth, or other status" (UN OHCHR, 1990). The Philippines’
Magna Carta for Overseas Workers serves as the enabling domestic law for this Convention.

8) Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN OHCHR, 2006)

Under this Convention, persons of disabilities are entitled to the following rights:
equality and non-discrimination;

● life;
● accessibility;

_____________________
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● equal recognition before the law;
● justice; liberty and security;
● freedom from torture;
● violence;
● abuse and exploitation;
● integrity;
● liberty of movement and nationality;
● live independently;
● personal mobility;
● freedom of expression;
● opinion;
● access to information;
● privacy;
● respect for home and the family;
● education;
● health;
● work and employment;
● habitation and rehabilitation;
● adequate standard of living and social protection;
● participation in political and public life;
● in cultural life;
● recreation and leisure and sport.

There are committees of experts monitoring each core instrument to ensure compliance by states. As such, as
a signatory, the Philippines is also required to submit reports to these committees. These core instruments
enunciate what is contained in the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). The UDHR is a
foundational document of the United Nations. Crafted in the aftermath of World War II, it outlines basic rights
and freedoms of individuals. Signed on December 10, 1948, it set out to transform the ways societies would
treat individuals when it emphasized that: “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.”
Though it is non-binding among states, it has served as a framework for many constitutions, invoked in courts
worldwide, and has been translated into several languages. Such development attests to the global evolution
and diffusion of human rights norms and standards. For its part, the 1987 Philippine Constitution contains a set
of rights culled from the UDHR. To enforce these rights, an independent government agency, the Commission
on Human Rights was established” (UN, n.d.)

| Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Another key global commitment of the Philippines is the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The SDGs
are a follow-up to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) (UNDP, n.d.). The MDGs were set in 2000 when

_____________________
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states committed to addressing poverty, inequality in education, gender, and sanitation. It expired in 2015 and,
according to the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), has made significant inroads by having lifted
one billion people out of extreme poverty and halving school drop-outs since 1990, as among its achievements.
However, in 2012 a UN conference proposed establishing the SDGs to address daunting challenges,
specifically the threat of climate change. In other words, key targets need to be scaled up to mitigate the effects
on individuals of persisting problems. The SDGs comprise 17 global goals by 2030.

These are:

1. No poverty,
2. Zero hunger,
3. Good health and well-being,
4. Quality education,
5. Gender equality,
6. Clean water,
7. Affordable energy,
8. Decent work and economic growth,
9. Industry, innovation, and infrastructure,
10. Reduced inequalities,
11. Sustainable cities and communities,
12. Responsible consumption and production,
13. Climate action,
14. Life below water,
15. Life on land,
16. Peace, justice, and strong institutions, and
17. Partnerships for the goals.

The overall aim is to reduce inequalities within states. To comply with the SDG commitments and progress on
the goals, the Philippines’ entire government bureaucracy is tasked to pursue the 17 global goals in their
policies and programs. Its experience in developing mechanisms and policy tools on the MDGs proved to be
useful. The National Economic Development Authority (NEDA), the country’s socio-economic planning agency,
monitors its implementation, while the Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) localizes the SDGs
to the municipal levels. In the 2020 UN report on the world’s progress towards attaining the SDGs, the
Philippines ranked 99th out of 166 in terms of progress (Sachs et al, 2020). According to the report, it still faces
difficulty in: attaining zero hunger (SDG 2), good health, and well-being (SDG 3), industry, innovation, and
infrastructure (SDG 9), reducing inequalities (SDG 10), and peace and justice (SDG 16). Nevertheless, the
recent government data indicating reduced poverty levels and efforts in addressing climate change are said to
be marks of progress on these fronts (Algo, 2020).

_____________________
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| Synchronous Activities

Activity: Map-making
Instructions. Divide participants into small groups and ask them to draw a map of their town (or
neighborhood in the case of larger communities). They should include their homes, major public
buildings (e.g., parks, post office, city hall, schools, places of worship) and public services (e.g.,
hospital, fire department, police station) and any other places that are important to the community (e.g.,
grocery stores, cemetery, cinemas, gas stations).

When the maps are complete, ask participants to analyze their maps from a human rights perspective.
What human rights do they associate with different places on their maps? For example, a place of
worship with freedom of thought, conscience, and religion; the school with the right to education; the
post office with the right to information, to privacy, and to self-expression. As they identify these rights,
they should look up the relevant article(s) in the UDHR and write the article number(s) next to that place
on the map. 

Ask each group to present its map to the whole group and summarize its human rights analysis in the
community.

● Did any parts of your map have a high concentration of rights? How do you explain this?
● Did any parts have few or no rights associations? How do you explain this?
● Are there any articles of the UDHR that seem to be especially exercised in this community? How

can this be explained?
● Are there any articles of the UDHR that no group included on their map? How can this be

explained?

| Asynchronous Activities

Activity: Essay Writing
Instructions. Recent calls to revive the death penalty have been initiated in the Philippines. Read the
following news report: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53762570

Ask the students to write a 300-word letter addressed to all senators and each of their district
representatives. Tell them to cite the relevant core international human rights instrument/s in the letter.

| Self-Evaluation Form (Part 2)

This module made you realize that aside from being a child, a student, and a Filipino, you are also a Southeast
Asian, an Asian, and a global citizen. With the expansion of your identity, how will your knowledge and
participation on regional and global issues foster change in Philippine society?
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________

| Rubrics for Discussions

Excellent Above Average Developing Needs
Improvement

Content:

The central
theme/idea/argument
of the student’s
output is focused and
supported by
evidence which
indicates mastery of
the content.

Organization:

The flow of the
discussion of the
central
theme/idea/theme is
coherent.

Presentation:

The form and
presentation of the
central theme/idea
is clear, persuasive,
polite, and easy to
understand.

| Rubric for Written Outputs

Excellent Above Average Developing Needs
Improvement

Content:

_____________________
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The central
theme/idea of the
paper is focused and
supported by
evidence which
indicates mastery of
the content.

Organization:

The flow of the
discussion of the
central theme/idea
is coherent.

Presentation:

The form and
presentation of the
central theme/idea
is clear and easy to
understand..

| Learning Material

The Concept of International Organizations. Available at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21Y9zLJgrTE

The History of the United Nations. Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjjSIlenuio

Functions of the United Nations. Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cqw8-ongtY

United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. Available at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDgIVseTkuE

Globalization explained. Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJ0nFD19eT8ailabel

The Concept of International Organizations. Available at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21Y9zLJgrTE

The History of the United Nations. Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hjjSIlenuio

Functions of the United Nations. Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cqw8-ongtY

United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. Available at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDgIVseTkuE

_____________________
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Globalization explained. Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJ0nFD19eT8ailabel

Regional organizations. Available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Y8Ax4u-fsE
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